St Mary’s Parish
160 Foster Street, Dandenong
P.O Box 22, Dandenong
 (03) 9791 4611  (03) 9791 7119
dandenong@cam.org.au  www.stmarysdandenong.com.au
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PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Friday : 9.00am-3.00pm
If you urgently need a priest please call 9791 4611,
if Father does not answer, please leave a message
and he will call you back.

.
WEEKEND MASS TIME
Saturday Evening: 6.00pm
Sunday: 8.30am, 10.30am and 5.30pm
WEEK DAY MASS TIME
Monday: 9.00am Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 9.00am
Thursday: 11.00am (Cardinal Knox )
Friday: 11.00am
BAPTISM
Please contact the Parish Centre on 9791 4611
MARRIAGE
Please book the Church at the same time as you
book your venue.
As marriage preparation is an essential condition of
marriage, you must book your preparation course at
least 4 months prior to the wedding. Further details
can be obtained from Fr. O’Brien.
RECONCILIATION
At 5pm to 5.45pm Saturday (before 6pm Mass) or
upon request
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St. Mary’s Primary School Phone: 9791 7650
New St, Dandenong.
Principal: Mr. Greg White
St. John’s Regional College Phone 9791 3366
Caroline St, Dandenong.
Acting Principal: Brendan Watson
St. Mary’s Community Centre 9792 4884
New St, Dandenong: Download brochure from
www.stmarysdandenong.org

The word epiphany means ‘manifestation’, and the Solemnity of the Epiphany
of the Lord is a celebration of the first two occasions on which it became evident that Jesus was not just an ordinary man, but that He was the Son of God.
The first time that this was revealed was when the wise men (magi) from the
East came to worship Jesus; the second occasion is the Baptism of Jesus in the
River Jordan. While Eastern Orthodox churches focus on the Baptism of Jesus
on this feast day, in the Roman Catholic rite, Epiphany is the day on which we
commemorate the adoration of Jesus by the wise men (magi) from the East.
The arrival of the magi to pay homage to the king of the Jews is a significant
event. It signified that Gentiles as well as Jews could welcome the good news
of Salvation that was made manifest in the Incarnation and birth of Jesus. We
learn from the magi that if we choose to seek Christ in all sincerity, we too
will find Him – not through our own efforts, but through our willingness to
follow the light of His life and teaching. Following their example, we are inspired to worship Him. Like them, we do not want to come empty-handed,
but want to bring gifts to our Lord that will show Him how much we love and
honour Him.
Tradition has drawn different associations with the gifts that the wise men
brought to Jesus. Gold is a sign of wealth and was regarded as a symbol of
kingship; frankincense1 is a type of incense that symbolized divinity and was
also associated with prayer, as it was burned alongside the grain offerings in
the Tabernacle as a fragrant offering rising to God.2Myrrh is an aromatic resin
that was one of the ingredients of the holy oil used for anointing priests,
prophets, and kings, and it was also used to embalm the dead (thus symbolically foreshadowing the death of Jesus). But what about us? What gifts can
we bring to our Lord and King?
In truth, we have nothing to give Jesus that is not already His; everything that
we have and are is a gift from God. We have nothing to offer Him other than
ourselves; we have nothing to bring Him other than our love and worship. Yet
these are the gifts that He desires the most, the gifts that are truly fit for the
King who gives Himself completely to us so that we can be united with Him
forever in eternity. Come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!
– Sharon van der Sloot

Parish Calender 2017
7th February 2017

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting

18th-24th March

Parish Mission (Ray Sanchez)

Important Notice

NEW ROSTERS

Counters Rosters
are now ready
you can collect
them from the
Parish Office

Until new rosters are completed, could you please
continue to sign up at the
mass you are attending if
you are able to assist as
either Reader or Eucharistic minister.

PARISH OFFICE
HOURS
During Dec/Jan holidays, the Parish Office
will be open 9am12noon only from
Wednesday 28th Dec
to Fri 27th Jan. If you
urgently need a priest,
please leave a message on 9791 4611 and
Father will call you
back.
MASS FOR THE FEAST OF THE INFANT JESUS OF PRAGUE
Sunday 15 January 2017, 1.50pm
Church of the Good Shepherd, 88 South Circular Road, Gladstone Park
This will be the 14th year of the celebrations for the feast of the Infant
Jesus of Prague. The afternoon will commence at 1.50pm with the Rosary, special novena prayers and a chaplet, followed by Mass at 2.40pm.
Principal celebrant this year will be the Vicar General, Monsignor Greg
Bennet, with Fr Anh Nguyen, parish priest. After the Mass, you are invited for light refreshments. All are welcome.
Details: Dalrene on 0404 009 326 or 9335 4742
PUBLIC LECTURE: FROM MEGA CHURCH TO CATHOLIC CHURCH
Tuesday 17 January 2017, 7–9pm
Cardinal Knox Centre, 393 Albert Street, East Melbourne
Ulf Ekman founded ‘Word of Life’, a non-denominational charismatic
church in Uppsala, Sweden and was its senior pastor for 30 years before
he, along with his wife Birgitta, was received into the Catholic Church in
2014. He has founded bible schools and a seminary, hosted a TV show
aired in many nations, and has written more than 40 books and booklets,
translated into over 30 languages. In this public lecture, Ulf will tell us
why and how he and his wife took this momentous step in their journey
of faith. Tea and coffee will be served afterwards.
Cost: By donation.
Details: Lenyce on 9486 6544 or centre@ccr.org.au

Thank you
Fr Declan

The Regulars
Daily Rosary:
Tuesdays:

After morning Mass (except Sunday)
Centering prayer meditation at
The Open Door, 7pm
3rd Wednesday: Friendship Club
lunch at Dandenong RSL
1st Sunday: Hospitality Sunday ~Cuppa’s
(Commencing February)
3rd Sunday: Presentation of Baptism candidates at
10.30am Mass
Youth Group after 5.30 Mass
4th Sunday: Baptism at 10.30 Mass

*The Open Door is part of the St John of God Ministries,
110 Ann Street Dandenong 9791 8664
******************************************

This weekend we pray for
Recently Deceased :
Anniversaries
Sick:

Sharon Rozario, Jeff Fisher, Ryan Robinson, Col Cormick,
David Morrison, Tyrone De Silva , Margaret Deegan, Jenny Stivic,
Ruth Caia, Michael Kelly, Daren Vukmirovic, Eva Macasinag,
Bernadine Anthony, Melissa Warren, Dawn Fredricks, Hayley
Pearson, Faye Cronin, Angie Calabarkis, Lemisio Nepa, Rosa
Maria Santos
The privacy legislation requires us to have written permission by an
authorised person before any name can be printed in the Marian.

*****************************************
Collections for last weekend…
Thanksgiving: $ 1,683.10
Presbytery:
$ 402.40
Loose money: $ 1,579.55
***********************************

If any Parishioner would like their house to be blessed,
please contact Franca or Maree at the Parish office
on 9791-4611 to make a booking with either Father
Declan or Deacon George.
************************************************
Please inform the Parish Office on 9791-4611 if a sick
person is seriously ill, homebound or hospitalised and
wants to receive Holy Communion or the Sacrament
of Anointing.

